
143

EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

PUBLIC SERVICES COMMITTEE – 1st MARCH 2018  

Present: Councillor Mrs Bennett (Chairman)
Councillor Mrs Mockford (Town Mayor)
Councillor Whittaker (Deputy Town Mayor)
Councillors Hodges, Mrs Mainstone

Officers present: Town Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer   
Others present:  0 member of the public, Drs Allen, Lythgoe and Patel 

274 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no questions 

275 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Apologies had been received from the following Councillors 

Matthews MSDC business
Mockford MSDC Business
Mrs Russell Away
Saull Leave of Absence 
Visser Detained on business
Webster Unwell 

276 MINUTES:

RESOLVED: That the Chairman sign the minutes of the meetings of 30th

November and 18th January as previously circulated as a true 
record of those meetings.   

277 CHAIRMANS UPDATE:

The Chairman advised of the following: 

a. A report on youth council will come next time to consider a new model and how 
the council can potentially run some events targeted at youngsters years 7/8/9. 
Caroline and the Town Clerk are in discussion and a report will follow next time

b. First responders have been rescheduled due to weather so will be coming to a 
future meeting

c. The WSCC have been gritting this week. The council have been clearing snow 
on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, the salt bins have been checked during 
the week and currently with one more blast of cold weather and snow expected 
they are at least 25% full.   One incident where a 4x4 was seen filling bags from 
an EGTC salt bin, has been reported to the Police for further consideration. A 
big thank you to the EGTC staff Outside Services team, Jenny and the EGTC 
office staff have all been shovelling snow and fending phone calls.
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d. Dementia Action Alliance, plans are underway for May Day presence at the May 
Fair and a programme of events and coffee mornings during dementia week in 
May. The DAA are delighted to advise they have increased their membership to 
23.          

e. The Chairman advised of the sad news of former Cllr Andrew Bass’ death.  She 
said that Full Council will mark the passing as was usual, but it was sad news of 
a man who had given many years’ service to the Council. 

It was also commented that Cllr Sweatman had helped the snow shovelling and 
gritting in the High St and thanks were extended to him also.    

278 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no new declarations, the Chairman reminded all that she was elected to 
represent MSDC and WSCC also, but this appears on her registration.

279 POLICE MATTERS

It was commented that the comparisons were useful and welcomed. It was asked 
whether comment on the stats from the police could be requested especially 
concerning the contact from the public following the move to chequer mead. It was 
also asked for an update on the CCTV project. The clerk agreed to take these 
away.

280 LOWDELLS LANE

The Chairman noted with pleasure that this had been completed and thanked the 
Town Mayor and Councillor Mockford for their assistance with liaison with the 
residents.   

281 COMMUNITY LIAISON OFFICER

The report was noted and thanks given to Jonathan for his work. The Chair said that 
getting the cycle working group and running was a priority. 

RESOLVED:  The terms of reference for the cycle working group was 
agreed as set out in the report.      

282 RAILWAY SERVICES

The report was noted.  The Committee has some concerns as to the longevity of 
painting the footbridge as it has been done before.  However they wished the 
Community Rail Partnership luck. They were happy with the idea of the cycle route 
and also twinned towns.  The Committee wondered if panels rather than paint may 
be a better idea for longevity. 
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It was noted that the Disability Access Group would be organising a demonstration 
to raise awareness as to the access issues to platform 1 later in the year. 

RESOLVED:  Cllr Mrs Mockford would attend the Community Rail Partnership as a 
representative of the EGTC and report back to this committee. 

283 HIGHWAY ROADWORKS

The Committee noted the update and the change of the policy hoping that this 
would be a more effective way of roadworks being manned and completed in the 
town.     

284 FIRST RESPONDERS

Due to the weather this matter had been deferred to a later committee date.  

285 HEALTH SERVICE UPDATES

Dr Patel with support from Drs Allen and Lythgoe explained that the idea of merging 
Judges Close with Moatfield has moved forward and they are shortly to submit 
planning application for the new design of the surgery. 
More than this though the whole service as to how the public access GP services 
and how they are delivered in the town is being revolutionised.  Drs no longer want 
partnerships so it has been redesigned to consider pharmacies, the hub at QVH, 
different services offered to the patients in different places.   Ship Street has a 
capped list and will be looking to see what they can do but have determined that 
their growth will be curtailed by their site.  Moatfield and Judges are willing to 
redesign and expand as Moatfield have the room, they are currently growing by 50 
patients a week.  They have successfully managed to secure capital funding for the 
growth.  While it has potentially been the negatives that have driven the changes
the outcome is now exciting and positive. 
The practices wish to have a public meeting as well as a dedicated website and 
banners and posters to help tell the public about the changes, they would hope that 
the Councillors are able to attend the public meeting.  
In answer to questions the planning application would come forward by the end of 
the month and the building works hoped to be ended late summer 2019, the full 
change to the services and merger are hoped to be complete within 5 years. 
Moatfield would agree the time of the meeting on 14th March shortly and let us 
know.

The Chairman thanked them for attending and updating the committee and wished 
them well with their plans, confirming that Councillors, who could, would attend the 
meeting.

286 DELEGATED DECISIONS

There had been none to note                

287 ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 
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The Chairman thanked the committee and announced the next meeting as 14th May 
as part of the Annual Town Council meeting and 7th June for the next full meeting.
She closed the meeting at 6.18pm 

SIGNED:

CHAIRMAN


